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Tubman Underground Railroad
center on Shore gets funding

Construction slated to be complate by 2013
Auguast 15, 2011 | By Micglo Fuler, Tho Balimons Sun

Harrlet Tuman has long inspired & deap sensa ol prida
among Mangdanders, espocially in the rural communities of
e Eastem Shora, wharo the former slave was bom and led
dozens 1o insedom on the Undasground Railroad,

While her slory ks taught o schoolchildren across the
cauniry and & small siomirent musawum here pays homage
to Tulbenan, dascondants and historans have been waiting
to see har mamorializad in & grander laahion. The stabe
announced Twosday that it had secured enough monay fora  Mambess of e Ress family, whe e desct descardants of
atate park and visitor centor mlﬂg Tubeman's nama, Hamist . (Salimore Sun pheolo by Barb s Haddook Tayle)
chearing advocates lor tha long-planned preject, it is slated

for completicn in 3013 — tha 100th annivarsary of Tubman's

daath.

Ads By Goagla

"It is awesoma,” sakd Valerie Manckay, 75, Tubman's oidest-living descandant in Maryland and a retired teachar's
aide fram Cambridga. °It's like something insida you thal was growing, and you knew somaons would sea iha
significance and it would blassom and now you see the buds o the trea. | pray that I'll be hara o sea iL.*

Lawrnakars praised Tubman's lagacy during this year's General Assembly sossion, whon some proposed sending
a statua of har o the National Statuary Hall in the LS. Capilol. Lagisliation propoded in the House and Senate
would have swappoed Tubman in for Johin Hanson, 8 Southemn Margland marchant and aady peesidant of the
Continemal Congrass wha himsell owned slaves. it failed 1o gain majarity suppor.

Already in downtown Cambeidgs, tha Harrist Tubman Museun and Edwecaticnal Conter 1alts the story of har life
on tha Brodess Farm in Buckiown. Artitacts and paintings Sustrate how she eventually ran away to Pennsyivania
and helped fnpe olhers. But Tubman supporars have pushad for mona than two decades for tha stata park and
visilor canter, lobbying for a luge-scaka, state-sanclioned commamonation that highfights Tubman's relationship
with natura and the neal Mansgdand landscaps thal she navigated on iregdom missions,

In 2007, the stale acquined 17,3 acres of land for the state park, localed aboul 10 miles south of Cambridge and
adiacent 1o the Blackwaler National Wildifo Rotuge. But wilhout federal lunding — a prospect thal grevw dimmear
a8 tha economy worsensd — it tallad,

The state ullimately used $8.5 milion in lunding from the Fedoral Transportation Enhancemont Program, a
discrofionary hund avwarded to stales from the LS. Deparimant of Trangponalion. The rest af the 521 million
[praject will be paid for with other ledaral grants and state manay.

“IF's a large amount of money in a very tough fiscal fime,” sakd Kristin Saunders Evans, assistant secnatary for
land resgurces at ho state Departmant of Matural Resources. "It's boen piscemaoal pulling this togathor owvar
sevoral yaars,®

Thea 15,000-square-Saot visilor cantar will house an exhibit hall and interactive displays, with walking trails and a
spiribual reBaction garden on the grownds.

“I's bean a long time coming,” sald Clara Small, o ksiory profassar ol Salisbury Univarsity who has shudied
Tubman and Alrcan-Amarican history on the Eastem Shore, “We're cognizant of the fact that the state has no
maongy. The ledaral government has no money, S0 if's just reel and joy 1o know that it's finally happening.”

Tubman was bom a slave in Doscheater Caunty circa 1820, She escaped slavery whan sho was 27, and for mora
than a decade acted as a conductor on the Undenground Radroad, a natwark of abalitionists wha ferriod slaves
masthward icward fresdom. Accounts eslimabe that sho made moda than 10 iips back to Mandand to rescus offver
slaves from bondaga. Tubman later served as a spy during the Civil War. She deed In Now Yoek in 1913

"Harrigt Tubman was willing 10 work through the darkness and the cruelty of her time 10 move hor naeighbors
farwand and hof country forward,” sald Gow, Martin O'Malley, a Demacrat, in ansouncing the hending at the
museurn, "Thend is nd mane powerful story.”

Daonald Pindar, prasident of tha Harriet Tubman Ovganization, which aperates the museum and has pushad for tha
atabe park and visilor cendor, sald he hopes tha progact helps push lonward othar elforts that have stalled.

In 2009, the National Park Service endorsed a plan to designala ases asseciated with Tubman in Maryland and
New York as parl of its system, but the plan has failed 1o ativact the larmal consideration of Congress. LS. Sens,
Barbara Mikulski and Ban Cardin, bath Democrals, are leating the effor far lederal dasignation of land in
Doechester, Caroline and Talbot counties. The lederal govarnmant has atready ramed a byway that foliows tha
paths of the Lindarground Rallread — stratching fram Maryland to Canada — afer Tubman,

State ofliclals sald Tubman's Ba story will sarve nof only a2 a leaching 1001, but they hape har legacy will ba an
ocanomic incubator, drawing an estimated 200,000 annual visiion 1o the state park and drawing S20 miion par
yaar indo the local oconomy, Tha construction phase of the projact will create abaul 225 jobs, with 10 full-tima
omployaes stalfing the canter.

“The state has always been talking about this — lorever,” said Pindar, “Finally they put the manay up first instead of
talking. Thera's not a more dasenving lady.*



